
An URGENT show about the 
rise of the Alt-Right

STANDOUT ACT FROM THE
2025  EDINBURGH FRINGE

SLICK, DEFT, COMPELLING
BEST THEATRE TO SEE

FOR OUTSTANDING NEW WRITING 

FASCINATING, VIVID, SHARP. TOLD
WITH INTELLIGENCE AND FEELING. 



Priyanka Shetty snaps from voice to voice to create a rich

vision of the social fabric torn by the 2017 Unite the Right

rally attack in Virginia.

In a polished and confident performance, directed by Yury Urnov,
Shetty creates a rich social collage...

The tapestry of perspectives makes #Charlottesville not just an
obvious condemnation of loathsome beliefs, but a richer vision of
how such disruption tears at the social fabric.

Going a step further, the Indian-born Shetty weaves in her own
experience of discrimination... isolated incidents or part of a
racist continuum that stretches from small acts of exclusion to
the murderous ideology of fascism?

- Mark Fisher,  THE GUARDIAN 

2025# C H A R L O T T E S V I L L E
@ T H E  E D I N B U R G H  F R I N G E  





Shetty’s powerful stage presence is a living reminder both of the
profound crisis the United States faces, and of its enduring
capacity to offer new Americans from across the world the
chance to find, and raise, their own voices.

With the United States thrown into turmoil, it’s fascinating to see
American dramas of doubt, division, and aggressive certainty, and
nowhere more so than Priyanka Shetty’s impassioned solo show
#CHARLOTTESVILLE.

A powerful docudrama about the events of 2017 in the city of
Charlottesville, home of the University of Virginia, which Shetty
witnessed as a young theatre student of Indian origin. Shetty
chronicles all this in vivid narrative style, with sharp and telling use of
projected video images.

The result is a riveting tale, told with intelligence and feeling, that cuts
to the heart of the lingering racism and overt white supremacism that
is helping to reshape American politics.

- Joyce McMillan, THE SCOTSMAN

2025# C H A R L O T T E S V I L L E
@ T H E  E D I N B U R G H  F R I N G E  



“With some 3,000 artists putting up acts that range from fully produced new

musicals to stripped-down stand-up, it is impossible to see everything. The

prevailing mood is one of discovery, as Fringe-goers hope to glimpse the next

Waller-Bridge in the medieval warrens of repurposed rooms and assembly halls

scattered across the city. Though the Fringe tends toward the cheeky and

outlandish, there are spots of gravity. Priyanka Shetty’s #Charlottesville is a

multimedia examination of the violent 2017 protests in Virginia. An MFA student

at UVA at the time, Shetty has created a piece the draws heavily on the work of

Anna Deavere Smith, whose documentary theater has covered events like the

1992 Los Angeles riots. With #Charlottesville, Shetty reveals, with the distance

of eight years, that the hate and violence of that day were not a tear in our

social fabric but a feature.”
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“US-educated Indian performer Priyanka Shetty’s solo

show is a promising and topical docu-drama about the

infamous Unite the Right white supremacist rally in

Charlottesville, Virgina on August 11th and 12th 2017.

Having moved to Charlottesville to study acting at the

University of Virginia shortly beforehand, Shetty was

horrified at events and constructed the play verbatim

from interviews, court documents and news reports.”



Deft, informative, and compelling. 

Quoting verbatim from the diverse, interesting cross section of
Charlottesville locals, Shetty builds up an intriguing picture of the city as a
superficially liberal town with unaddressed tensions.

Shetty does a neat job of being an earnest presenter who nonetheless

makes the agitators seem amusingly preposterous at times. Most

notably when she reads out the cringe beat poetry of rally co-organiser

Jason Kessler.

Shetty channels Trump, quoting his bizarre, shameful response to

Heyer’s death verbatim. We all remember the ‘very fine people on both

sides’ stuff, but the unnerving thing is how mad Trump sounds,

rambling on about a vineyard he owns when he’s meant to be

reassuring the nation.

- Andrzej Lukowski, TIMEOUT

2025# C H A R L O T T E S V I L L E
@ T H E  E D I N B U R G H  F R I N G E  -   P L E A S A N C E  C O U R T Y A R D



 A PASSIONATE AND STIRRING DOCUDRAMA

Shetty guides the audience through the tumultuous experience, easily moving

between different characters and viewpoints.

Priyanka Shetty’s one-woman performance is a masterclass... acutely

paralleling the violent clashes with her own struggles to be accepted.

The play retains a sense of anticipation, culminating in a moving

speech about the necessity of staying vigilant in the face of imposing

oppressors.

Shetty’s performance is an arresting example of using art to showcase

political unrest, and #Charlottesville ensures that such events are

never forgotten.

- Jemima Hawkins, FESTMAG 

2025# C H A R L O T T E S V I L L E
@ T H E  E D I N B U R G H  F R I N G E



AN IMPRESSIVE UNDERTAKING.

Shetty presents us with a collage of voices of Charlottesville residents

as well as with news reports about the incident, in which she also

features. It’s an impressive undertaking.

Shetty documents the role various far-right figures had in fuelling the

flames, including Christopher Cantwell, who became known as the

“Crying Nazi” after posting videos of himself sobbing. She outlines the

tactics these people deploy online, how they cloak their racism in

humour, and the rhetoric they use.

A pivotal incident in recent American politics, a harbinger of things to

come... Shetty’s play highlights the insidiousness of the far right in the

US and why it is vital we pay attention.

- Natasha Tripney, THE STAGE 

2025# C H A R L O T T E S V I L L E
@ T H E  E D I N B U R G H  F R I N G E



Priyanka Shetty honored with The Scotsman

Fringe First Award for Outstanding New Writing

Priyanka Shetty with producer Richard Jordan

marking his 19  Fringe First win

th

“As the Edinburgh Fringe reaches its closing weekend, we’re delighted to

announce four final winners of our Scotsman Fringe First awards. The Fringe

Firsts were established in 1973 to encourage more people to premiere new

theatre at the Edinburgh Fringe. Since then they have helped to launch

countless stage and screen careers and are recognised across the world as the

most important theatre award at the festival. The Fringe Firsts recognise

outstanding new writing premiered at the Edinburgh Fringe.  Shows are

privately nominated by The Scotsman’s team of critics, and winners are then

decided on by a judging panel consisting of, this year, our chief theatre critic

Joyce McMillan (as chair) plus writers Susan Mansfield, Mark Fisher, Jackie

McGlone, Sally Stott, David Pollock, Fiona Shepherd and Fergus Morgan.”
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“Shetty is no stranger to the solo format, and with

#CHARLOTTESVILLE, she further cements her place as one of the

most vital and thought-provoking theatremakers of her generation.

Born in India and now based in Philadelphia, Shetty’s work exists at

the intersection of personal narrative, political urgency, and

rigorous theatrical craft. Her plays interrogate systems of power,

identity, and belonging often through the lens of her own lived

experience as an immigrant woman of colour in America… As the

Fringe draws to a close, Priyanka Shetty’s recognition with a Fringe

First Award feels not only timely but entirely well-deserved. Her

voice is one to watch not just in solo theatre, but in the broader

landscape of contemporary performance.”

Theatre To See London

https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/charlottesville/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/07/theater/new-streaming.html


THERE IS ALWAYS DEPTH, VARIETY, AND CHARISMA. 

Shetty’s performance is a very authoritative one. She is empathetic, a

conscientious student of ordinary Americans’ voices, and she successfully

collects and curates a complex body of narratives for us.

It is a little as if we are inhabiting some upside-down postcolonialism in

which a visiting anthropologist from India is in Charlottesville trying to

penetrate a particularly obscure and inaccessible culture. But when

contextualisation comes, it comes from an unexpected source.

Shetty throws that long orange scarf around her neck and there is that

stream of stern Hindi and for a few seconds Narendra Modi is being

clearly written in the waters of all these voices. It is an electrifying

appearance, in being authentically him and simultaneously, impossibly,

blazing with an undisguised contempt for him. Class, nationality and race

are now forgotten. The message is straightforwardly anti-authoritarian.

- James Mooney,  TYCHY @THE FRINGE 

2025# C H A R L O T T E S V I L L E
@ T H E  E D I N B U R G H  F R I N G E



#CHARLOTTESVILLE is a thought-provoking show and
Shetty is an accomplished actor.

Shetty has researched the alt-right groups involved in the events of 11/12

August in depth… She draws parallels between the increasing hard line

racism in the US and the personal racism she encountered.

She does an excellent and very funny impression of the President, who

notoriously f irst stated that ‘there were very f ine people on both sides in

Charlottesville’, although this scene brings some welcome light humour to

the show, its content is of course frightening.

Heather Heyer’s mother describes in agonising detail her desperate

attempts to find out what had happened to her daughter.

Very few people were paying attention before August 2017. Are we paying

more attention now? Are we outraged, or are we complacent in the rise of

fascism in the US and on our own doorsteps?

- Rosemary Kaye,  THE EDINBURGH REPORTER 

2025# C H A R L O T T E S V I L L E
@ T H E  E D I N B U R G H  F R I N G E



“Philadelphia-based artist Priyanka Shetty performed #CHARLOTTESVILLE

her docudrama about the 2017 Unite the Right rally in a low-ceilinged

venue named for a bunker. The older patrons who packed her midday

show were what Palestinian comedian Alaa Shehada would cheekily call

“the Guardian crowd.” The publication have #CHARLOTTESVILLE an

enviable four stars, and the show, which debuted earlier this year at

Washington D.C.’s Keegan Theatre became a festival favorite. In the style

of Anna Deavere Smith, Shetty embodies a variety of interview subjects

whose perspectives add up to a fuller picture. It’s a fine line for an artist to

write themselves into the history they’re retelling, but Shetty treads it

well, grounding herself into the context of events while not using them as

an excuse to navel-gaze.”



Shetty dismantles the myth of idyllic small-town
America, revealing a community wrestling with hate
that was never truly hidden.

Her interviews and research peel back that civic façade, exposing the

rot of prejudice and the structures that allow it to thrive.

In this riveting solo performance, Shetty embodies a gallery of far-right

voices, often in their own words. The venom drips from their rhetoric,

forcing us to confront the inhumanity behind these ideologies.

#Charlottesville doesn’t allow us the comfort of distance; it presses the

hate up to our faces, reminding us that the events of that weekend

were not an aberration, but a catalyst.

The influence of that moment, and the emboldening it gave to

extremist movements, continues to echo and Shetty makes sure we

hear it loud and clear.

- Lee Hutchison,  THE NERD PARTY 

2025# C H A R L O T T E S V I L L E
@ T H E  E D I N B U R G H  F R I N G E



The raw anger makes a lasting impression as she rightly rails
against not only the shocking violence perpetrated by the far-
right thugs at Charlottesville, but also at the everyday racism
which she and other people of colour experience regularly.

Shetty spoke to more than 100 people including Heather Heyer’s

mother, local citizens, a Conservative talk show host and counter-

protesters. She plays many different roles during the course of the 70-

minute performance, using the actual words they used in her verbatim

interviews. Particularly memorable is Shetty’s portrayal of one of the

counter-protesters describing her fear of being murdered by the white

supremacists. There are some light touches, too, as she captures the

mannerisms of the various characters.

Meticulously researched… a powerful production, directed by Yury

Urnov, which lambasts the violent racism of the white supremacists, but

also contends that what happened at Charlottesville was not an

anomaly, but “the warning we ignored.”

- Tom Scott,  NORTH WESTEND UK 

2025# C H A R L O T T E S V I L L E
@ T H E  E D I N B U R G H  F R I N G E



 Shetty tells the shocking story about the violence that took place
with passion and factual evidence.

An informative fast-paced exploration moving quickly between a wide range
of characters and perspectives of people who were caught up in it.

Nothing upsets a certain breed of human more than someone who speaks out

and isn’t afraid to challenge the most appalling atrocities that people will do to

each other.

Shetty has carried out hours of research speaking to Charlottesville citizens,

visiting and getting first-hand information from far-right websites, collecting

news reports and managing to obtain court transcripts with details of the

prosecution of the white-supremacist conspirators. 

These events need to be remembered and spoken about, especially with the

fragile state we are currently facing politically across the world.

A truly outstanding performance which shocks and horrifies in equal measures.

- Elaine C,  THEATREANDARTSREVIEWS

2025# C H A R L O T T E S V I L L E
@ T H E  E D I N B U R G H  F R I N G E



From the moment the lights dimmed, Priyanka Shetty's #CHARLOTTESVILLE
gripped the audience with an intensity that never faltered.

Shetty intertwines her own deeply personal experiences with
meticulously researched testimony from those who lived through the
events. The result is a layered narrative that moves between her student
years, the courtroom, and the tense, chaotic streets of Charlottesville
during that infamous weekend.

The staging is stark: one chair, an American flag, a few small props, and
a projection screen. Yet Shetty’s commanding performance fills the
space entirely. She shifts effortlessly between multiple characters with
clarity, precision, and moments of biting humour. Multimedia elements
provide real footage, names, and charges of white supremacists,
grounding the piece in chilling reality.

The production is SUPERB. The research is THOROUGH, the storytelling
COMPELLING, and Shetty’s acting OUTSTANDING. 

70 minutes that fly by in what feels like moments. Worth every penny -
theatre that challenges, informs, and moves in equal measure. 

- Ian J Cole,  A SINNERS REVIEW

2025# C H A R L O T T E S V I L L E
@ T H E  E D I N B U R G H  F R I N G E



Shetty is a confident performer as she alternates between direct
address, performance, filmed clips, voiceovers, and a simple set.

Channelling a range of characters including professors at her university,
newsreaders, lawyers and witnesses from the court case that arose from
the rally, and many lived-experience interviews of people from that time,
this is an intense look at racism and how it intersects with the hopes of
the American dream. 

Shetty’s writing moves between courtroom, her studies and the in-
between.  In a place where there should have been growth for Shetty
and her dream, instead there is a harsher reality.

The text shows the sheer amount of research that must have gone into the

show: the deep dive into the situation of the time through court reports and

interviews, as well as Shetty’s own experiences, meld together to caption a

period of time that leaves us with a feeling of doom and sadness.

This is a piece of powerful writing that raises awareness of challenges that

have not disappeared but instead have come to the fore.

- Angela Milton,  EDINBURGH GUIDE

2025# C H A R L O T T E S V I L L E
@ T H E  E D I N B U R G H  F R I N G E



“The personal is political” is more than an empty slogan when you’re an
immigrant of colour in the USA. Priyanka Shetty came to study acting at
the University of Virginia in the liberal town of Charlottesville. She didn’t
find it an easy place to live – and then came August 2017 and
Charlottesville imploded.

Shetty skilfully builds up the cumulative weight of evidence of what was
a dangerous threat to the very fabric of our communities, a wake-up call
long before the January 6th insurrection.

It is an assured performance with Shetty nimbly portraying one
character after another with only subtle changes of voice or posture. Her
interview with the mother of Heather Heyer is profoundly moving.

As the performance unfolds, the similarities of alt-right tactics of
plausible deniability and ‘being just a joke’ are shown as being
frighteningly close to everyday racism.

The pervasive consequences of letting everyday racism go unchecked
and turning a blind eye to the rise of the alt-right are laid bare to chilling
effect. The verbatim script is skilfully put together and delivered.
Altogether it is a devastating piece of theatre.

- Clare Simpson,  FRINGE REVIEW

2025# C H A R L O T T E S V I L L E
@ T H E  E D I N B U R G H  F R I N G E



An immensely powerful and extremely important play.

Priyanka Shetty has created this astounding play from interviews with
Charlottesville citizens and students, as well as from her own
experiences at that fateful time.

Shetty moved from India to Charlottesville, with hope in her heart and an
expectation of living the American dream. But when things go wrong,
she is asked not to rock the boat but instead to develop a sense of
humour… just a small part of a wider problem.

Priyanka brings marvellous characterisations to the inhabitants of the
town that became a hashtag.

A must-see; if, like me, you knew nothing of this event, this show will
plug a vital gap in your education.

-  THE  REAL CHRISPARKLE

2025# C H A R L O T T E S V I L L E
@ T H E  E D I N B U R G H  F R I N G E



 

Lizzie Loveridge, THEATRE VIBE

“This is a fascinating and informative show
with just one performer but Priyanka
Shetty’s delivery is varied and gripping.  
Theatre Vibe, the site that doesn’t do stars
awards five Fringe Festival stars (FFS) to
#Charlottesville.”

“Priyanka Shetty does some serious heavy-
lifting of the text, playing all of the
characters and doing some remarkable
physical and vocal work to bring each of
them to life. The highlight was Shetty’s
portrayal of Heyer’s mother and the words
she shared with reporters shortly after the
protest and her daughter’s death: “If you’re
not outraged, you’re not paying attention.”

 

Naveen Kumar,  THE WASHINGTON POST

 

# C H A R L O T T E S V I L L E
@ T H E  E D I N B U R G H  F R I N G E

2025

Grace Wallis, A YOUNGISH PERSPECTIVE

“Shetty delivers a documentary-style play
based on her experience of being a drama
student at University of Virginia when the
riots happened. Strong ideas, bound together
with thorough research.”

Tim Bano, FINANCIAL TIMES

“In the style of Anna Deavere Smith,
Shetty embodies a variety of interview
subjects whose perspectives add up to a
fuller picture.  It’s a fine line for an artist
to write themselves into the history
they’re retelling, but Shetty treads it
well, grounding herself into the context
of events while not using them as an
excuse to navel-gaze.”

https://dctheaterarts.org/2023/07/15/2023-capital-fringe-review-charlottesville-by-priyanka-shetty-5-stars/


An electrifying performance... Shetty’s descriptions of the
violent events that occurred are raw and horrific.

Under Yury Urnov’s skillful direction, exposition of the “Unite the Right”
marches loom with deep woe... haunting and powerful.

Shetty skillfully describes the likes of Richard Spencer and Jason Kessler
with an unflinching matter of fact attitude. Her Chicago-style number
about “Crying Nazi” Christopher Cantwell is darkly funny yet brutal.

#CHARLOTTESVILLE is a multi-media deep dive into Alt-Right social
media influencers behind those events. The play contains powerful
images and descriptions of hate rhetoric.

Biographical and fact based, she unravels her personal challenges with
casting, misogyny and prejudice that inform Shetty’s motivation to tell
real stories of the events in Charlottesville. She is tirelessly framing a
picture of a very difficult time.

As reactions were processed in the wake of this riveting work, the ever
growing desire for peace grew strong with a prominent call for change.

-  Kate Barry, STAGEDOOR LOUISVILLE

2025# C H A R L O T T E S V I L L E
@ A C T O R S  T H E A T R E  O F  L O U I S V I L L E  -  L O U I S V I L L E ,  K Y





METHODICAL, STIRRING, CHILLING...

Chillingly summons alt-right voices... A reminder that theater can offer bracing
ideas that help us navigate reality.

- Celia Wren, THE WASHINGTON POST 

Political relevance is essential to Priyanka Shetty's #CHARLOTTESVILLE, a
methodical, stirring solo play recalling the deadly 2017 Unite the Right rally in
the college town.

Interwoven with Shetty's own experiences as a University of Virginia graduate
student, and unfurling on Matthew J. Keenan's cracked-marble-like set, which
evokes national ideals, #CHARLOTTESVILLE asks whether the Unite the Right
was an aberration or a strand in long-term American bigotry.

Directed by Yury Urnov, Shetty channels people who witnessed, or were
affected by, the 2017 events: most movingly, the desolate mother of Heather
Heyer, who died when an avowed neo-Nazi rammed his car through a crowd.

2025K E E G A N  T H E A T R E ,  W A S H I N G T O N  D C
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MORE THAN A THEATRICAL PRODUCTION - IT’S AN EMOTIONAL RECKONING

- Barbara Papendorp, STAGE AND CINEMA 

Shetty crafts a riveting one-woman show in which she embodies more than a dozen
distinct characters, each with their own cadence, emotional rhythms, and
perspective on the tragedy.

A bold, affecting, and deeply necessary piece of theater that demands to be seen.

What makes #CHARLOTTESVILLE particularly powerful isn’t just Shetty’s
remarkable performance, it’s the innovative structure. The result is a nuanced and
multifaceted narrative that exposes not only the horror of the violence but also the
lasting scars it left behind.

The play doesn’t shy away from depicting the insidious forces of white supremacy,
nor does it offer easy answers. Instead, it presents a raw and unflinching
meditation on the fragility of civic unity and the dangers of collective complacency
in the face of hate.

2025K E E G A N  T H E A T R E ,  W A S H I N G T O N  D C

https://stageandcinema.com/2025/04/01/charlottesville-keegan-theatre/


2025

THRUSTS TELEVISION TRAGEDY INTO REALITY.

This play doesn't just address a rally, it addresses the state of the nation.

Shetty's writing matches her performance as smart, distinct, and impactful.

- Aidan O’Connor, MD THEATRE GUIDE

The piece is at its strongest when Shetty directly addresses the audience at its
conclusion, spurring her call to action.

#CHARLOTTESVILLE is a seventy-minute realization taught through the lens
of an immigrant and shaped by a court case that came out in favour of
democracy this time. As a performer, Shetty's ability to expose her own
experiences through line to her intended message is the truth of this play.

This doc-play's use of personal tie-ins to an event that feels so abstract, thrusts
television tragedy into reality... unquestionably answers why this piece is
necessary right now.

K E E G A N  T H E A T R E ,  W A S H I N G T O N  D C

https://mdtheatreguide.com/2025/03/theatre-review-charlottesville-at-the-keegan-theatre/


 SEARING, URGENT, AND ENTERTAINING.

Priyanka Shetty's innovative, avant-garde solo performance has a meaningful
and moving warning to convey. Inhabiting over a dozen characters, this
performance artist makes an Anna Deavere Smith star turn as an actor-writer.

The most entertaining scene was the most absurd - the Cabaret-style
takedown tribute to the "Crying Nazi" Christopher Cantwell, alt-right radio
host and provocateur at the Charlottesville rally. Shetty's mocking is sharp
and witty and offers the relief and power of laughter and cheers.

The emotional center of the play is with Shetty's portrayal of Heather Heyer's
mother, Susan Bro. Here we witness not just a powerful actor-writer at work
but the personal cost of hate, senseless violence, and illiberalism. Her loss is
our loss. It's searing.

- Caroline Bock, DC THEATER ARTS 

K E E G A N  T H E A T R E ,  W A S H I N G T O N  D C 2025

https://dctheaterarts.org/2025/03/23/charlottesville-at-keegan-theatre-makes-old-news-urgent-and-entertaining/
https://dctheaterarts.org/2025/03/23/charlottesville-at-keegan-theatre-makes-old-news-urgent-and-entertaining/


MASTERFUL.

Shetty's command of gesture is masterful, making each of her subjects
physically distinct.

Shetty's play is urgent. #CHARLOTTESVILLE is artfully conceived and
performed, and aptly meets the moment.

- Ian Thal, WASHINGTON CITY PAPER

In a few satirical moments, Shetty breaks from both documentary and
autobiographical theater - notably a song and dance routine with music by
Heather Mease and choreography by Megan Mazarick.

The documentary-style play has Shetty playing all the characters and follows
three main plot threads: the chronology of the Unite the Right rally as laid out
in the 2021 case Sines v. Kessler, interspersed with excerpts of her interviews
with Charlottesville residents and her own experiences as a student.

2025K E E G A N  T H E A T R E ,  W A S H I N G T O N  D C

https://washingtoncitypaper.com/article/761767/charlottesville-priyanka-shetty-unite-the-right/


GALVANIZING...

A jolting and beautifully realized production.

 - David Friscic, BROADWAY WORLD DC 

Shetty's original writing of this play based on transcripts and interviews is
masterful and tautly immersive for the audience.

In this play, Shetty must meet the challenge of playing a large assortment of
characters (akin to Lily Tomlin in The Search for Signs of Intelligent Life in the
Universe and Anna Deavere Smith in Fires in the Mirror) and she exceeds
expectations. Fluid character transitions courtesy of the mesmerizing dramatic
skills of Priyanka Shetty who does so with absorbing skill and aplomb. She
amazes with her agility and dynamic stage presence.

The director at the helm here, Yury Urnov, has wisely created a pragmatically
cohesive and cathartic show. Urnov has directed Shetty to be ironic, cutting,
and droll in her psychological fighting defences against such a harsh and
shallow infrastructure of hate, class, and racial divisions resulting in an
authentically rounded performance.

2025K E E G A N  T H E A T R E ,  W A S H I N G T O N  D C

https://www.broadwayworld.com/washington-dc/article/Review-CHARLOTTESVILLE-at-Keegan-Theatre-20250325
https://www.broadwayworld.com/washington-dc/article/Review-CHARLOTTESVILLE-at-Keegan-Theatre-20250325


#CHARLOTTESVILLE IS...



Shetty physically and vocally

transforms convincingly from

character to character. The play

dramatically conveys the chaos,

uncertainty, and escalating

violence of the two days of

protest.

- Margaret Quamme 

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

Among the titles that caught my

eye is Priyanka Shetty’s docu-

theater solo #Charlottesville,

about the events that roiled

Virginia city in August 2017.

Borrowing from Anna Deavere

Smith, Shetty built her text from

interviews.

                        - Elisabeth Vincentelli

                      THE NEW YORK TIMES

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/07/theater/new-streaming.html


STUNNING, UNFLINCHING, POIGNANT 

A DURABLE MAINSTAY OF THE THEATRICAL CANON 

-David Friscic, BROADWAYWORLD DC

- Darrel Burnett II, DC THEATER ARTS 

Stunning, unflinching reflection on 2017 'Unite the Right' rally, counter-
protests, and local and national fallout, devised from interviews with multiple
witnesses.

This powerful and intelligently written one-person show will continue to inform
and remind the world of the dangers of white supremacy, antisemitism, and
fascism... this very ambitious production should prove to be a durable mainstay
of the theatrical canon.

Priyanka Shetty has a very challenging job and, indeed, she delivers a splendid
showcase of nuanced characterizations of these very real people so vividly ,
especially the portrayal of a grieving mother whose daughter was killed and a
very apt portrayal of then President Trump’s comments on these traumatic and
horrendous events. Charlottesville takes on the persona of almost being a
character in the play, somewhat akin to The Laramie Project. Emotions and
political tensions run high throughout the play as the material certainly evokes
strong reactions.

Priyanka does a spot-on characterization of multiple witnesses, sensitively
respecting their perspectives while also upholding the truth of what happened.
What results is a salve that deserves recognition beyond DC.

Priyanka Shetty doesn’t flinch in her dynamic production of #Charlottesville.
In 75 minutes, she muscles through the lead up, clash, and fallout of a day
most Americans would rather forget. Her research is comprehensive. Her
acting is poignant. Her stamina is stunning.

# C H A R L O T T E S V I L L E
 @ T H E A T E R  J ,  W A S H I N G T O N  D C  

2023





EARTH SHATTERING... RIVETING BLEND OF JOURNALISM AND THEATRE

A FASCINATING STREET-LEVEL ORAL HISTORY...

EXACTLY THE KIND OF UNDERTAKING THEATER CAN AND SHOULD BE DOING 

During the play's most affecting section, Shetty plays the mother of Heather
Heyer... The play does not neglect the lingering emotional and psychological
effects on residents and how their view of their city (and perhaps country)
has changed.

- John R. Ziegler and Leah Richards, THINKING THEATER NYC

First of all, credit must be given to Shetty for the absolutely masterful way in
which she portrays each of the interviewees. 

#Charlottesville should be seen and discussed by everyone currently living in
America. This is change-making theatre at its very best. Thanks to Shetty's
forceful storytelling and spellbinding performance, it's a piece that should
stick with viewers long after it's over.

-Erin Kahn, STAGEBUDDY

Watching Shetty transition from one to the other is not just a masterclass in
acting; it's almost uncanny. Using mannerisms, body language, tone, volume,
and speech patterns, each character emerges as powerfully distinct, and
each of their experiences becomes intensely immediate.

Shetty is skilled at doing the voices of the real-life characters she portrays, there
are some chilling incidents effectively recounted. Shetty portrays, the mother of
Heather Heyer, the woman who was killed when a white supremacist protester
drove his car into a crowd of counter-protesters…This was the highlight of the
piece – Bro’s account of that day and of her grief is moving, and her observations
striking. Exactly the kind of undertaking that theater can and should be doing.
Priyanka Shetty deserves praise for taking it on. 

- Jonathan Mandell, NEW YORK THEATER 

# C H A R L O T T E S V I L L E  2021
@ 5 9 E 5 9  T H E A T E R S ,  N Y C



 

Intelligent and thought-awakening play about our time. Thé play combines
the personal and societal perspectives in a brilliant way. Glad I was able to
get a ticket-go see if you have the opportunity! - Karin Peterson

This was definitely a tour de force performance and it had me gripped from
beginning to end. Informative about a period in time/recent history which
should not be forgotten about. Resonates. - Sandra Waterfield

Well-structured play, which picks up a lot of different threads about the incident
and keeps them all fairly well balanced. The performer was engaging. Excellent
and restrained use of audio-visuals on the back wall, especially the bios of the alt-
right leaders. - Alison Harper

Excellent. Very moving. A personal take on the events but also looking at the big
picture. Well done! - Rosemarie Leyden

Brilliant, powerful and well researched show. Deserves a much bigger venue. 5
stars for me! - Amr

Powerful production. Raises awareness of a dreadful episode in contemporary
US history. It will haunt me. - Irene Edgar

Reminded me of the horror of the attack and journalist photos I saw in
Sydney. Well crafted mix of media, well performed. Worth seeing. - Norman

An excellent and engaging watch. Thought provoking, disturbing and very
cleverly told/acted. Would definitely recommend. - Gill Bonello

A brilliant thought provoking play about the impact of macro and micro acts of
racism. Really pleased I went to see this play.  - Kirsty

This was an incredible show, thought provoking and horrific about what has
happened in the USA and as Heather's mother said (the girl who died in
Charlottesville) if you are not outraged, you are not paying attention. whoever
we are, we must keep standing up and calling this rotten administration to
account. Thank you, Priyanka and good luck. - Alison Matthews

A U D I E N C E  R E V I E W S



 

#CHARLOTTESVILLE is an excellent play. An Indian woman came to America and wrote
a play that identified America for what it is. Her play is confirmation that even if you
don't say it, you see it. Priyanka Shetty is a gift to the truth. Go see the play at Actors
Theatre of Louisville - white, Muslim, Jewish this play is about truth. - Sadiqa Reynolds

Go see this performance. Priyanka Shetty wrote and stars solo, taking her audience on a
riveting, full-circle journey through the events of Aug. 11 & 12, 2017 here in my hometown.
Priyanka interviewed hundreds who were directly impacted, and the result is a stunning,
multi-character exploration of the human cost of extremism, the fight for justice and
healing, and the broader context of what we’re living through right now. - Jack Steinberg

Priyanka Shetty's play #CHARLOTTESVILLE asks us not to shrink back when our civil
rights are under attack... instead, we should be more energized to create work of
resilience and resistance. Not only was the documentary theatre that Priyanka created
brilliant and blistering and radiant, the encouraging words from the talkback
afterwards is still resonating with me. Congratulations again to Priyanka Shetty, who is
marching forward with this piece to inspire us to keep creating Art that matters, and Art
that resists, and Art that won't be silenced. - Heather Helinsky

I went to the theater to see #Charlottesville - The hate crime that was not an isolated event
in the US and set the tone for the #NewRegime Highly recommended. Bravo Priyanka
Shetty! - Malú Huacuja DT

A play by Priyanka Shetty that dives deep into the events surrounding the hate crimes of 2017
and explores in a very innovative and entertaining way the landscape of Americana. I
recommend this to anyone who appreciates good satirical theater. This work of art was really
entertaining, but also thematically and stylistically challenging at the same time. I enjoyed the
performance, which varied between multimedia video, keeping the flow interesting and
surprising. Priyanka does an amazing job portraying various characters, including various levels
of notoriety. She deserves all the accolades and recognition coming her way.  - Vegas K. Jarrow

A U D I E N C E  R E V I E W S

This play is so great, I can’t stop raving about it and I hope it reaches a wide audience.  
So important! I love how well Priyanka illustrates her excitement about coming to the US,
only to be plunged into the brutality and ugliness of our history and current disgusting
prevalence of racism (and all of the other bad isms). Thank you for showing how the US
continues to fail to live up to our stated ideals. She did such a good job of portraying the
disillusionment you went through. Her emotions came through perfectly. So powerful!  
Well done, dear Priyanka! And so brave!  - Wren Steel

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/charlottesville?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZXC1sCoIrws6pEv-1fTD6df9UkvcjIpn0SqLPSTFI9W83MbxY1qq3V8HLLKKEVQO6GHFd1AMg7IoxcYFMov1AGvo4ryoFVw7bTndX5qVw1uzWXNkkBWH2nmMv6VOoSsqao9bZLfuir79-2SXgEaNw1-N4UzkKuMleAaKcpWBYumM-QZqyAPTaQHlGaj37T4Dxy9S3fWQIk5IWC8qrJvt0jL&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/charlottesville?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZVM0rk7Ubzxu5lEHV3UzJ5mXiaZUoyVrIIoOL4bgCE-4RU6vqpYDgslHZjYbIxLSHAb0xaa1WI6cN2bYoosXL8Vpq29nH9jefoxgt_3V5uiuFYpJLFBoWNSDUurk6WGltLNgalaRSgi2ZWePOwfw8DMVh4MzUmixXWYH2pQShz4yg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/newregime?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZVM0rk7Ubzxu5lEHV3UzJ5mXiaZUoyVrIIoOL4bgCE-4RU6vqpYDgslHZjYbIxLSHAb0xaa1WI6cN2bYoosXL8Vpq29nH9jefoxgt_3V5uiuFYpJLFBoWNSDUurk6WGltLNgalaRSgi2ZWePOwfw8DMVh4MzUmixXWYH2pQShz4yg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/priyanka.shetty.54?__cft__[0]=AZVM0rk7Ubzxu5lEHV3UzJ5mXiaZUoyVrIIoOL4bgCE-4RU6vqpYDgslHZjYbIxLSHAb0xaa1WI6cN2bYoosXL8Vpq29nH9jefoxgt_3V5uiuFYpJLFBoWNSDUurk6WGltLNgalaRSgi2ZWePOwfw8DMVh4MzUmixXWYH2pQShz4yg&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/priyanka.shetty.54?__cft__[0]=AZVM0rk7Ubzxu5lEHV3UzJ5mXiaZUoyVrIIoOL4bgCE-4RU6vqpYDgslHZjYbIxLSHAb0xaa1WI6cN2bYoosXL8Vpq29nH9jefoxgt_3V5uiuFYpJLFBoWNSDUurk6WGltLNgalaRSgi2ZWePOwfw8DMVh4MzUmixXWYH2pQShz4yg&__tn__=-]K-R


GUESTBOOK
 

Powerfully told and performed; you brought back so many memories of that
day. Especially resonant was how people who had no involvement on the
ground, as it were, were pontificating with such assuredness about what
happened on all the network news shows. Was surreal. Definitely an event
that messes with your sense of "home identity." Again, heartfelt
congratulations on your magnificent performance.

- Robert Wray, Playwright

Powerful and well performed! One-person shows have to be so hard to perform,
but you moved from person to person seamlessly. It was really cool seeing you
become all those people. I know #CHARLOTTESVILLE wasn't originally a one-
person show, but it works when you do it! Congrats on a great performance!

- Jeremy Llorence, Playwright and Professor, Otterbein University

Your performance, your play, were both absolutely mesmerizing. I was sitting
forward in my seat, intently watching and listening, all through the play.
Thank you for creating such an important and meaningful piece of theater.

- Cory Skurdal, Playwright

I can't begin to tell you how impressed and moved I was by #Charlottesville.
The entire production was absolutely first-rate. In particular, I loved the set
and sound design, but it was your performance that carried the day. Brava!

- Kevin Glaccum, Artistic Director, Azuka Theatre

Watch out, Anna Deavere Smith here comes Priyanka Shetty! IT. WAS.

PHENOMENAL. You are a stunning actor, and I count myself so lucky to have
gotten to see this. The whole show was put together beautifully. Many, many
more people need to see it! The whole piece was simply organic. I was
particularly moved that you showed no slides of the actual event until the
end. It had a greater impact because of all we had learned from the
interviewees. BRAVA!!!! 

- Deb Kinghorn, Professor Emerita, University of New Hampshire



I really enjoyed the play today. Thank you so much Priyanka, that was fantastic
and congratulations. Your truly awesome ability to inhabit the range of
different humans affected by the tragedy in Charlottesville, I found entered my
consciousness in a way that articles on the subject failed to do.

#CHARLOTTESVILLE is engrossing and thought-provoking. This production was
flawless in acting, character-work and presentation. 

I'm not surprised it's getting 5 star reviews everywhere! Theatre like this
reminds me how important it is to be an artist.

#CHARLOTTESVILLE is, more than theatre or performance. In Judaism we say
that the world stands, like a plane, on at the least three things - on Deep
Learning (Torah), on Service that is akin to active prayer (Avodah) and on acts
of Loving kindness (G'milut Chesed). Your piece was all three.

You spread the value of what you brought in a theatre school helping to make
deep connections and discussions during and after. This supplements what
students are learning in a real-life, and in understanding how racisms
manifest, and the narratives can be challenged in the world we live in.

 LaNitra M. Berger, Director - African American Studies George Mason University

In a time when so many of us are siloed this brought faculty together from
different parts of the university. We had students, faculty and community
from a very diverse spectrum of backgrounds and hyphenates - including
Jewish, Black, Muslim, Indian, Queer, Christian, experience all of this. For
that alone I thank you. And I also thank you for coming into the classroom,
so that students could have a more personal connection to you and your
work. 

- Diana Varco, Solo Performer and Playwright

- David Chack, Professor, The Theatre School at DePaul

GUESTBOOK



Written and Performed by Priyanka Shetty
THE ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM



press &     
reviews

Shetty's vigorous physical style, expressive
face, and radioactive eyes draw the audience
into the action. Be prepared for the driving
force of Ms. Shetty's electrifyingly physical
performance. Outstanding!

GET YOUR COATS ON   

“Her story is, by any account, one of
strength, perseverance, and self-
determination. On their own, any of her
accomplishments exhibit great drive. When
taken together, they’re extraordinary."

WASHINGTON CITY PAPER 

“Shetty is a formidable performer, who
succeeds in switching from humour to rage
in a mere minute as she recounts the knock-
backs, hostility and sadness with which she
navigates the world of the arts and the so-
called American Dream.”       
                                                  FEST MAG

Shetty deals in big emotions and primary
colours... look more carefully, however, and
the complexity of the issues starts to
emerge. The more we learn, the more we are
drawn in to Shetty's story. Rebellious,
colourful, thoughtful...

                                                   THE SCOTSMAN

“Amusing, Relatable, Incisive... she has a
warm energy and comfortable rapport that
makes the experience engaging and
enjoyable. Shetty imbues her message with
creativity and charm.”
                                                
                                                               TV JERRY

https://stagebuddy.com/theater/theater-review/east-edinburghs-charlottesville-riveting-change-making-theatre-best
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WONDERFULLY ORIGINAL AND ENTERTAINING...

A thought-provoking show... as relatable as it is enlightening. Shetty delivers

her story with pride, resilience, and eloquence.

Shetty speaks to the audience in a warm and familiar tone as she prepares

for her show. The crowd is a friend, a confidant. 

As Shetty weaves the history of her life and attempts to bring the many

varied moments into a singular point,  she discovers the kaleidoscope of her

personality and the uniqueness of her collective experiences.

Wonderfully original and entertaining in a way that is entirely her own.

- Kendall Mostafavi, DC THEATER ARTS 

T H E  E L E P H A N T  I N  T H E  R O O M
@ K E E G A N  T H E A T R E  -  W A S H I N G T O N  D C

2024



DIRECT, UNAMBIGUOUS, FUN!

A deeply personal journey, performed with great vigor and heightened

emotion by one of our favorite contemporary practitioners of melodrama.

Pacing is peppy, particularly in the liberal sprinklings of Bollywood homage

that decorate the action.

She delves into some juicy, culture-shock material. Shetty also pokes the bear

of theater, from the grind of auditions (she does a great delivery of the “Sell

when you can; you’re not for all markets” bit from “As You Like It”) to the

alternating exploitation and rejection of her work based on her color. 

Direct, unambiguous, and fun... Shetty pours every ounce of energy at her

ample disposal into creating an engaging evening of theater.

- Max Garner, MD THEATRE GUIDE 

T H E  E L E P H A N T  I N  T H E  R O O M
@ K E E G A N  T H E A T R E  -  W A S H I N G T O N  D C

2024



POWERFUL ACT OF SELF-DISCOVERY AND EMPOWERMENT...

Priyanka Shetty, the multifaceted creator, leads audiences on a captivating

journey, culminating in a poignant night of her one-woman show. 

This meta-narrative provides a glimpse into Shetty’s personal odyssey as an

Indian immigrant in the United States and delves into universal themes of

identity and acceptance framed through the lens of a creative artist.  

The play is not just about Shetty’s journey but also a journey to find

acceptance, an identity, and a sense of belonging... As the minutes tick down

before the performance, this sense of empowerment only grows as Shetty

seems to accept both who she is and who she is not, and prepares to take the

stage - fully open, accepting, and ready to rock. Shetty's THE ELEPHANT IN

THE ROOM serves as a powerful act of self-discovery and empowerment. 

- Jake Bridges, BROADWAY WORLD DC 

T H E  E L E P H A N T  I N  T H E  R O O M
@ K E E G A N  T H E A T R E  -  W A S H I N G T O N  D C

2024



A FIERY FIGURE...

Priyanka Shetty deftly recalls her life story as an immigrant woman

struggling to break free of stereotypes to create the life she wants, emerging

from her chrysalis a fiery figure all her own.”

- Drew Morris, MORRIS THEATRE DC 

T H E  E L E P H A N T  I N  T H E  R O O M
@ K E E G A N  T H E A T R E  -  W A S H I N G T O N  D C

2024



EXTRAORDINARY...

Portraying oneself is an extremely difficult endeavor. Shetty achieves the

greatest synergy between her writing and her performance... she is able to

settle into an organic rhythm, at times relaxing so deeply into the sequence

that she appears to be reliving the conversations spontaneously.

Her evaluation of what it means to have an identity shaped by Indian culture,

legacies of British colonialism, and American culture  unfolds almost as a

stand-up comedy routine.

Her story is, by any account, one of strength, perseverance, and self-

determination. On their own, any of her accomplishments exhibit great drive.

When taken together, they’re extraordinary.

- D.R. Lewis,  WASHINGTON CITY PAPER 

T H E  E L E P H A N T  I N  T H E  R O O M
@ K E E G A N  T H E A T R E  -  W A S H I N G T O N  D C

2024



THIS IS ONE YOU JUST CANNOT MISS. 

Shetty’s dynamic one-woman show where audiences immediately become a

friend and a part of her backstage ritual. 

It’s an intense, emotional ride about cultural differences, so many challenges,

love and loss, and not giving up. You’ll leave the theatre feeling braver,

bolder, hopeful.

- Brenda Hillegas, GO HOME PHILLY

ABSOLUTELY CAPTIVATING!

A mix of wit, straight forward truths, and humor this story takes a life all of its

own! This show was absolutely captivating. 

- LaToi Storr, TOITIME.ORG

T H E  E L E P H A N T  I N  T H E  R O O M
@ A Z U K A  T H E A T R E  -  P H I L A D E L P H I A ,  P A  

2023



CHARMING AND ARRESTING...

Shetty’s compelling skills and magnetism as an actor capture the attention

and affection of the audience.

A bold immigrant story as unique as the immigrant experience itself. Shetty

brings the show to vivid and joyful life. 

Charming and arresting, Shetty skillfully leaps between herself, her mother,

her blasé American classmates, her opinionated Indian aunties, and more.

A heartwarming, hilarious, unique, and entertaining piece of theater.

- Krista Mar, BROAD STREET REVIEW 

T H E  E L E P H A N T  I N  T H E  R O O M
@ A Z U K A  T H E A T R E  -  P H I L A D E L P H I A ,  P A  

2023



MOST ENGAGING...

She is a dynamic performer with lots of energy and I found her stories most

interesting. I appreciated the important personal and universal issues that

she presented and was glad to have seen it. 

It is most engaging to follow her story, and I look forward to more by this

talented artist.

- Frank Burd, PHILADELPHIA THEATRE REVIEWS 

IMPASSIONED, REAL, AND INTENSE. 

Priyanka creates a rich character whose ambition and sense of betrayal and

longing seems real and intense. 

- Toby Zinman, PHINDIE 

T H E  E L E P H A N T  I N  T H E  R O O M
@ A Z U K A  T H E A T R E  -  P H I L A D E L P H I A ,  P A  

2023



MESMERIZING!

Priyanka’s performance is bold... she tells her truth and does so exceedingly

well. She frequently speaks to the audience and the audience members laugh

in appreciation of her travails. 

Tales of racism and near despair are replaced by hope and determination. I

found The Elephant in the Room mesmerizing. 

- Judy Cohen, BEYOND MY BACKYARD 

T H E  E L E P H A N T  I N  T H E  R O O M
@ A Z U K A  T H E A T R E  -  P H I L A D E L P H I A ,  P A  

2023

http://stagereviews.blogspot.com/2023/11/elephant-in-room.html


T H E  E L E P H A N T  I N  T H E  R O O M
@ T A P R O O T  T H E A T R E  -  S E A T T L E ,  W A  

2023

A STANDOUT PERFORMANCE... 

A well done autobiographical piece, told with heart and humor, and

beautifully delivered. It’s the slightest bit meta and the largest bit superb. The

storytelling is done craftily, weaving back and forth through the past and the

present, with plenty of insight into her conflict between her Indian heritage

and the requirements, it seems, of being an American. 

Priyanka could be an excellent stand-up comic. But as soon as she lifts the

audience with humor, she blindsides it with a truth so real that it brings the

house to utter silence. It’s this moment that makes this play stand out. The

battle that plays out is done with an underlying seriousness that contrasts

her humor masterfully. a standout performance that could easily stand  on its

own against any other full length show that I’ve seen. 

- Greg Heilman, HEILMAN AND HAVER 

https://www.heilmanandhaver.com/stage-reviews/stage-review-thrice-three-solo-performances-from-indian-women-pratidhwani


SHE WON'T GIVE UP OR IN... 

The Elephant in the Room is herself... She fits in, then doesn’t; she is needed

for “diversity” and then isn’t. But she won’t give up or in.

Her search for identity — as a woman in India, as an Indian in America —

might stand for all our searches for ourselves.

- Rory Runnels, WINNIPEG FREE PRESS

A VERY POIGNANT PERFORMANCE...  

Priyanka takes us on her journey fighting against the norms of what she is

expected to be doing and what she wants to do.  A very poignant and

professional performance that really captured the audience's attention.

- Murray Hunter, THE JENNY REVUE 

T H E  E L E P H A N T  I N  T H E  R O O M  
@ T H E A T R E  C E R C L E  M O L I E R E  -  W I N N I P E G  F R I N G E 2023

https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/arts-and-life/2023/07/23/day-4-cannot-get-enough-fringe-play-reviews-20
https://www.jennyrevue.com/wp/c/buzz
https://www.jennyrevue.com/wp/c/buzz


OUTSTANDING!

Come for the Elephant, stay for a whirlwind performance. Leave having seen

a great Fringe debut. Go see this!

Shetty's vigorous physical style, expressive face, and radioactive eyes draw

the audience into the action. Be prepared for the driving force of Ms. Shetty's

electrifyingly physical performance.

There is much humour at the expense of judgemental aunties, religion, and

Bollywood... As the show progresses, the emotional tone gradually changes

from one of youthful optimism underscored by the heartaches of family life

and romance, to the stark realities of America. 

A significant life story and a revealing perspective on everyone else from the

view of an outsider. We're left in no doubt at the end what the identity is of

this particularly problematic pachyderm.

- Chrisopher Goulding, GET YOUR COATS ON

T H E  E L E P H A N T  I N  T H E  R O O M
@ T H E  E D I N B U R G H  F R I N G E  -  A S S E M B L Y  F E S T I V A L  

2022

https://getyourcoatson.com/2022/08/24/the-elephant-in-the-room-assembly-rooms-powder-room-until-aug-27/


COLOURFUL, REBELLIOUS, THOUGHTFUL... 

One of the prevalent themes on the Fringe this year is artists who have

crossed geographical borders and must negotiate new identities. Priyanka

Shetty reflects on an extreme version of this experience in her solo show.

Shetty deals in big emotions and primary colours... look more carefully,

however, and the complexity of the issues starts to emerge. The more we

learn, the more we are drawn in to Shetty's story.

This is a loud and colourful play with a more thoughtful one tucked inside it.

- Susan Mansfield, THE SCOTSMAN

T H E  E L E P H A N T  I N  T H E  R O O M
@ T H E  E D I N B U R G H  F R I N G E  -  A S S E M B L Y  F E S T I V A L  

2022

https://www.scotsman.com/arts-and-culture/edinburgh-festivals/edinburgh-festival-fringe-theatre-reviews-the-elephant-in-the-room-charlotte-johnson-my-dad-and-other-lies-manbo-almost-adult-the-ecstasy-of-victoria-woodhull-victoria-melody-head-set-3808189




SHETTY IS FORMIDABLE IN THIS ONE-WOMAN SHOW  

She questions her duality, all the while adamant in her rebellion and sense of

belonging.

There is levity in Shetty’s declaration of love for metal and her mocking of

Indian aunties who like to have a say on absolutely everything, but elsewhere

we are immersed in the melancholy of gendered hierarchies and racial bias. 

Shetty is a formidable performer, who succeeds in switching from humour to

rage in a  mere minute as she recounts the knock-backs, hostility and

sadness with which she navigates the world of the arts and the so-called

American Dream.

- Arusa Qureshi, FEST MAG 

T H E  E L E P H A N T  I N  T H E  R O O M  
@ T H E  E D I N B U R G H  F R I N G E  -  A S S E M B L Y  F E S T I V A L

2022

https://www.festmag.com/edinburgh/theatre/review-the-elephant-in-the-room


PASSIONATE, ENERGETIC, ENGAGING…

Priyanka is a rebel at heart... who took power and gave herself permission to

be who she wanted to be.

As the clock ticks we cycle back in time and, through lively characterisations.

we meet a cast of important people who have shaped and influenced her life.

There is a poignant memory of her brother, she wants him back, but like the

trouble-free life of play that she remembers so fondly, he too is long gone.

A strong and passionate performance... for those of us who have never had to

face similar cultural pressures, restrictions and rejections we can only admire

the actor's journey.

The Elephant in this room is full of strength and deserves to be seen. 

- Jim Judges, FRINGE REVIEW 

T H E  E L E P H A N T  I N  T H E  R O O M  
@ T H E  E D I N B U R G H  F R I N G E  -  A S S E M B L Y  F E S T I V A L

2022

https://fringereview.co.uk/review/edinburgh-fringe/2022/the-elephant-in-the-room/


I DARE YOU TO SEE IT AND NOT ROOT FOR HER.

Shetty’s enthusiastic and driven performance carries the weight of the

material, weaving a compelling narrative through her emotional intensity.

It is difficult to not feel a sense of catharsis while watching The Elephant in

the Room. No doubt those like Shetty, a product of two different cultures, can

feel represented, but the championing of identity and self-expression is a

breath of fresh air regardless of the viewer’s background.

Shetty’s powerful life story is a fascinating, confrontational, yet hopeful

dissection of cultural and systemic prejudice... Thought-provoking, sincere,

and boldly performed.

Shetty’s excellent performance and commitment to the role sold the show,

with several audience members held captivated, literally on the edge of their

seats, enthralled... The Elephant in the Room is demonstrably a very distinct

show for each individual and a unique take on important issues. 

- Eddie Dewing and Jasmine Feldman, ED FRINGE REVIEW 

T H E  E L E P H A N T  I N  T H E  R O O M  
@ T H E  E D I N B U R G H  F R I N G E  -  A S S E M B L Y  F E S T I V A L  

2022

https://www.edfringereview.com/review/e/f1whdmdc3oLLuNYzfUCi


SHETTY IS AN IMMENSELY APPEALING PRESENCE…

Priyanka Shetty chronicles the culture shock, isolation and racism she faces

after quitting her job as a software engineer in India and moving to the U.S.

to become an actor.

Undervalued by closed-minded professors who comment on Shetty’s

“otherness” and shove her into bit parts in school productions, Shetty realizes

her only chance at success lies in charting her own path. The show builds

movingly to this realization while still allowing room for humor. 

- Joey Sims, TRANSITIONS

T H E  E L E P H A N T  I N  T H E  R O O M  
@ T H E  E D I N B U R G H  F R I N G E  -  A S S E M B L Y  F E S T I V A L  

2022



IT'S YOU WHO WON'T FORGET THE ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM.

The struggle to define and carve a place for herself as a woman, an

immigrant, and an artist, is at the beating, expansive heart of Shetty's

autobiographical Elephant.

Shetty is a dynamic performer, vividly evoking other characters, major and

minor, in her narrative, and using space and physicality for maximum

immersive effect.

Humor pervades the show, and Shetty deftly interweaves Elephant's comedic

strain with its moments of loss, struggle, questioning, and resistance.

- John R. Ziegler and Leah Richards, THINKING THEATER NYC

T H E  E L E P H A N T  I N  T H E  R O O M  
@ 5 9 E 5 9  T H E A T E R S ,  N Y C

2022

https://www.thinkingtheaternyc.com/2022/07/review-its-you-who-wont-forget-elephant.html


HILARIOUS, INTIMATE, AND HONEST...

Elephant comes highly recommended... its New York premiere delivers exactly

as promised, with a hilarious, intimate, and honest portrayal of what it’s like

to balance one’s identity.

We hear doubts, excitement, long-treasured memories, and many laugh-out-

loud moments of pure hilarity. It was a treasure to hear jokes about

everything from metal festivals to Indian aunties' commentary on, well,

everything. Watching TEITR was a vivid and joyful experience that will feel

familiar even though it is one woman’s unique story. 

Finally, a conversation is being had that skillfully celebrates similarity while

also highlighting difference and mourning division... Whatever Priyanka does

next, I plan to go see.

- Rebecca Russavage, STAGE BUDDY NYC

T H E  E L E P H A N T  I N  T H E  R O O M  
@ 5 9 E 5 9  T H E A T E R S ,  N Y C

2022

https://stagebuddy.com/theater/theater-review/review-elephant-room






JOYFUL AND HEARTBREAKING...

The Elephant in the Room is an important tale of perseverance, dedication,

and achievement. To know everything that Priyanka has faced to arrive at

her current level of success is truly an inspiration. And as an internationally

acclaimed solo performer, Priyanka’s talent is obvious as she transports the

audience into her story and lived experiences.

At times both joyful and heartbreaking, The Elephant in the Room is an

autobiographical, one-woman show. Using a carefully designed set and

sound bites, this play follows Priyanka’s journey from metalhead software

engineer to American immigrant and successful actress. Skillfully leading us

through her devastating challenges and hopeful triumphs, we watch

Priyanka navigate her family’s disapproval, encounters with true love, and

the realization of her wildest dreams.

- Kristi Reif, ORLANDO DECODED 

T H E  E L E P H A N T  I N  T H E  R O O M
@ O R L A N D O  R E P E R T O R Y  T H E A T E R ,  O R L A N D O  F L   

2021

https://orlandodecoded.com/2023/05/24/meeting-the-elephant-in-the-room-at-orlando-fringe/?fbclid=IwAR0PbSMc30Bc2P4obFQObCDowMal1_kOCneKzI0JaWtc1oo4c5SwcFbPyzw


COMPELLING AND RELATABLE... 

Priyanka Shetty provides an idea of the limitations women face in her

narrative in India, as well as how the American Dream isn't all it is cracked up

to be - at least for non white immigrants.

Shetty is a compelling and relatable performer who delivers her material with

passion and vigor.

- Matthew J. Palm, ORLANDO SENTINEL

T H E  E L E P H A N T  I N  T H E  R O O M
@ O R L A N D O  R E P E R T O R Y  T H E A T E R ,  O R L A N D O  F L   

2021

https://www.orlandosentinel.com/2023/05/24/orlando-fringe-festival-reviews-0524/


SHE'S A PERFORMER TO WATCH! 

Priyanka Shetty has created a wryly funny one-woman show tracing her

emancipation from duty to following her heart. This is a well-written show

with nicely calibrated humor that leaves you wanting to see Shetty in both in

more work that she has written and in other roles.

One of the funniest sequences in the show is when Shetty plays both her

mother and her younger self. In rapid-fire dialogue, she manages to cover the

eternal quest for separation from parents and eternal longing for acceptance

and support... That she isn’t willing just to break off ties and go her own way

speaks to a determination to maintain a link to family and be true to herself.

It’s a wrenching process. One of the strongest points of the show is that she’s

not sending out a simple, feel-good, if I can overcome it so can you message.

She’s getting personal and honest about how close she came to giving up and

the toll it took on her.

- Mary Ann Johnson, MD THEATRE GUIDE

T H E  E L E P H A N T  I N  T H E  R O O M  
@ T H E  J O H N  F .  K E N N E D Y  C E N T E R  F O R  P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S  

2019

https://mdtheatreguide.com/2019/11/theatre-review-the-elephant-in-the-room-millennium-stage-kennedy-center/


AMUSING, RELATABLE, INCISIVE...

Shetty has a warm energy and comfortable rapport that makes the

experience engaging and enjoyable.

Her adjustments to American customs provide humor, as they set up the

differences that become more acute when she explores the surprisingly racist

reactions she endures in academia. 

Shetty imbues her message with creativity and charm.

- Jerry Sifter, TV JERRY

T H E  E L E P H A N T  I N  T H E  R O O M  
@ F I R E H O U S E  T H E A T R E ,  R I C H M O N D  V A

2019

https://tvjerry.com/elephant-room-review/


A brilliant performance by Priyanka Shetty! She kept the audience fully

engaged for an hour of intense, fast-paced monologue, filled with humor. It

takes an exceptional talent to perform in such an intimate setting where the

audience is just a couple of feet away! It seemed so authentic and real that it

could well have been Priyanka’s real-life story. If it is her real-life journey, the

performance is all the more commendable as she is sharing it with a room full

of strangers. A must-see show at the fringe in my view. 

- Sharon, 2022 Edinburgh Festival Fringe

A U D I E N C E  R E V I E W S

Narrating her journey into the arts - and the racism and family pressures that

follow her - Priyanka is an energetic and captivating performer. Hilarious,

moving, and entirely authentic. The use of tarot cards and sound effects

immerse the audience in her rich world, and there isn’t a dull moment - from

metal concerts to her home in India to audition rooms and university

classrooms in the U.S. An exhilarating “you’ll laugh and cry” show!

- Maille-Rose Smith, 2022 Edinburgh Festival Fringe

Captivating, intimate and deeply moving - Priyanka Shetty is an exceptionally

talented actress and storyteller. Make sure not to miss this show! 

- Suzanne H, 2022 Edinburgh Festival Fringe

A great show, Priyanka breathes life and compassion into the story, which hit

home with many of her tales of family life. Had me fixed from start to end.

Must see.

- Simon Birks, 2022 Edinburgh Festival Fringe

Mesmerising and personal storytelling. Wonderful stuff!

- Swathi Chaitanya, 2022 Edinburgh Festival Fringe

Wonderful, intimate, funny, and illuminating. Go see it! 

- Paul Archibeque, 2022 Edinburgh Festival Fringe



Beautiful play by genius young actress Priyanka Shetty, telling the story of

finding yourself in the modern world. Highly recommend!

- Elena Love, Keegan Theatre (2024)

I watched The Elephant in the Room by Priyanka Shetty at the gorgeous

Keegan Theatre in D.C. I absolutely loved it from start to finish. The way

Priyanka commanded the stage was extraordinary. A one-woman show

written and performed by her. Set design, use of props and clothing, the

cadence of her voice, choice of music and word sequencing - and of course,

the way she used the space seemed so carefully and intentionally chosen, but

with an ease and comfort that made it feel so natural. To achieve this level of

thoughtfulness and complete attention to all the parts... If everybody went to

see moving, thought-provoking theater like this on a regular basis, this world

would be a better place. Thank you for including me and giving me

opportunities to see great theater and engage in robust discussion. 

- Sara Lavan, Keegan Theatre (2024)

A U D I E N C E  R E V I E W S
I sincerely want to tell Priyanka a BIG THANK YOU - I am truly grateful for this

play! Like her, I too came from the other side of earth - China to study at Yale

and to seek my life’s mission/passion. I too was once like that elephant.

Thank you so much for showing me and letting me hear that elephant’s voice.

Priyanka, you are truly very talented, kind, and beautiful in every way. I have

more faith for your future and mine, and many other girls from Asia.

- Angela Chan, Yale University (2025)

Saw this today and it was fantastic. Definitely worth seeing if you can.

Priyanka Shetty is a brilliant actor, so good you forget you're seeing a one

person show! Witty, hilarious, and powerful. Check it out.

- Jeffrey Harlan, Azuka Theatre (2023)

Highly recommend checking out this new one-woman play at the Louis Bluver

Theater at The Drake in Philly. One of the best writing and acting

performances that we have seen recently. It speaks to everyone trying to find

their voice and individuality. The Elephant in the Room is a true tour de force.

Priyanka Shetty was amazing.

- Charles McGovern , Azuka Theatre (2023)



A U D I E N C E  R E V I E W S
I just got to see Priyanka Shetty in her one-woman show The Elephant in the

Room and OH MY GOSH!!! I was just amazed at what she was able to tell and

show in it. The audience can tell that she puts her absolute heart into it and

wrote this play that’s so fresh and funny. The journey she is able to take you

on is just eye-opening and jaw-dropping in such a modern way, while having

themes relatable to literally everyone - especially artists or anyone who’s

went out on a limb for their career. So well done. Priyanka you are a true

talent and a joy. Please, please, please go see Azuka Theatre’s presenting of

this piece.

- Hunter Smith, Azuka Theatre (2023)

Priyanka Shetty is an unstoppable force!!! What a powerful performance last

night on a subject that needs to be spoken about more on main stage. One of

the best storytelling via monologue we have seen. 

- Nitya Gupta, Taproot Theatre (2024)

I'm so glad I caught this show that proves Indian women are not a monolith.

We in Seattle are so fortunate to get this opportunity to see Priyanka and her

"The Elephant in the Room" which has been touring everywhere.  And any

person of color who has dreamed of being a performer will find much to

identify with in the piece. She brings her full heart to the stage. 

- Kathy Hsieh, Taproot Theatre (2023)

 Highly recommend this show! Priyanka Shetty is a dynamic, engaging, and

extremely talented performer. I laughed, I cried, and most importantly, I felt

seen. One of the best shows I’ve ever witnessed. Don’t miss it!

- Dina Najjar, Orlando Rep (2023)

Witnessed The Elephant in the Room at Azuka Theatre on the lead Priyanka

Shetty’s birthday! So much nostalgia, international student immigrant stories,

such specific time capsule references. 

- Jajwalya Karajikar, Azuka Theatre (2023)



What a brave and healing solo show you’ve made of your life path to the

stage, Priyanka. I first appreciated the artistry and honesty of THE ELEPHANT

IN THE ROOM when it streamed from Kennedy Center's Millennium Stage. But

seeing it live last night at Keegan Theatre, I could sense its many emotional

touchpoints for an audience—all the ways your personal triumph over being

“othered” inspires others in the room. Brava.

- John Stoltenberg, DC Metro Theater Arts

GUESTBOOK

What a perfect way to spend this hot New York afternoon. I really enjoyed the

show, and the audience was incredibly present and engaged with you,

Priyanka. As I watched the show, I thought of how beautifully the play is in

conversation with other plays about the struggle to hold onto one's values

and purpose in a world that is constantly trying to reduce us to insiders and

outsiders, mainstream and marginalized. You tell the story of that struggle to

hold onto your identity and the courage it takes to do so. Congratulations for

your art, ambition, and commitment to moving your work into the unique

form and plan you have invented for it.

- John Eisner, Founder - The Lark Theatre

Priyanka, you are a force to reckon with and an artist extraordinaire! What a

phenomenal four days of performances. You never missed a beat, never

slowed down and never backed off from showing how truly phenomenal you

are. You took the audiences each day on a personal journey that was both

heart warming and gut wrenching. Glad we could be a part of your tour and

give the tour year a fantastic end. Wishing you the very best that life can

offer. It is we who got nourished with your performances of The Elephant in

the Room! Onwards and upwards to #Charlottesville!  

                                                                                                    - Mala Garg, FICA Cleveland
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